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CLERK: .'ir. President, Senator Chambers moves that LB 62'3
be held, being held by the Revenue Comm1ttee be placed on
General File pursuant to Rule 3, Section 10(b ).

SEHAT'3R CHA~IBERS: Nr. Chairman, and members of' the Legisla
ture, this is a bill which the Revenue Committee is loci ed
up on. It relates to tak1ng the tax off food. Senator
iJewell has a bill similar to this one and none of those
bills that relate to this subJect matter are going to be
advanced by the Revenue Committee. I understand that it is
a hot political issue at this point because beople have .o
run for office but this is the very time that we ought to
deal witn the bill and let the people be told that those
who are running think that food should be taxed. I don ' t
think that there a me mbers of the Legislature who will
agree that the present system is equitable. How there is
returned to the people, ~~20 which is considered a food ta!
credit. If you look at page two of the fiscal note attached
to LB 620 you will see, well the flip side of cage two, that
the fiscal analyst determined that the average person snends 8'353
for food. If the credit were to be given on the basis that
the statute says, meaning that the money paid in taxes for
food will be returned, that should be 4'25.29 to each citi en.
Currently the amount is >20. That is t5.29 short. The cities
that are receiving a sales tax, those cities being '3maha,
Lincoln, Bellevue and '.lorth Platte, would be r e q u i r e d t o
return 48.43 per citizen if they are to give the credit. So
the citizens in Omaha, Lincoln, Bellevue and cnorth Platte
should be receiving a credit of ~33.72. Tha. information
can be derived from the fiscal note. 3ut in arrivin~ at .hose
figures it has been necessary to consider average amounts spent,
for food in regions other than Just the State of nebraska. Anv
thing offered in the way of figures can only oe an approximation,
the validity of which will depend on the validity of the infor
mation from which the approximation is made. The point that I
want to make is that something ought to be done about the tax
on food this session. If you' re not going to take the tax off
completely, you ought to at least mod1fy upward the amount o~
the food tax credit. LB 620 is locked in Committee. I t w i l l
take twenty five votes to put it before the bodr. I be l ' e v
that the b111 should be advanced. It should oe placed on
General File and it ought to be debated by the Legisla ure
this session, so my motion is that LB 620, which ls eurrentlv
being held 1n the Revenue Committee, be advanced to the floo"
of the Legislature.

PRESIDENT: Senator Koch. I recognize you for two minutes.

SE."GATOR KOCH: t h". Pres i den t , members of the body, I rise to
support S e n a to r C hambers . The issue of food tax should be
discussed, particularlv in view of the fact that testimonv be
fore the Education Comm'ttee the other day indicated that ".,he
refund the money generated under the new Revenue Act which is
supposedly "tate Aid, for the increase, is now being refunded
to the people through a food tax rebate. That is a matte". of
public record. So if that is the way we are going to use our
money, then I think we had better make certain that people
realize directly the relief we are trying to talk to today.
I support eliminating tax on food. I have s i n c e I ' v e b e e n
here and I' ll continue to do it all the way through because
one of my political platforms was eliminate food tax and I
intend to follow it to the bitter e nd. I supp o r t Se n a t o r
Cha..bers and not only that, there is one other factor. The
City of Omaha today makes $5,000,000 in food tax. T he Ci t y
of Lincoln makes S2,000,'J00 on it. Others are also making


